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Hello there, I'm Lauren - The Ginger Sylist, and I'm
absolutely thrilled to be your guide on this exciting
journey of creating a cohesive and captivating
home. Let's start by getting to know each other a
little better.

For me, interior styling isn't just a profession; it's a
lifelong passion that's woven into the very fabric of
who | am. I've spent countless hours pouring over
design magazines, rearranging furniture, and
experimenting with colors and textures to create
spaces that feel like a warm embrace at the end of
a long day. And I'm here to tell you that you can do
it too!

In this eBook, "Creating a Cohesive Home: Mixing
Styles and Making it Work," I'm not just your
author; think of me as your design ally, your fellow
home enthusiast, and, most importantly, your friend
on this creative journey. Together, we'll explore
the art of blending styles and making them come
alive in your very own home.

I've been right where you are, with a desire to
transform living spaces into something truly special.
Over the years, I've learned valuable lessons from
every project I've undertaken — the successes, the
delightful surprises, and yes, even the occasional
mishaps. I'm excited to share these personal

experiences with you, so you can avoid common
pitfalls and make informed decisions as you embark
on your own design adventure.

My mission is simple: to offer you practical advice,
creative inspiration, and unwavering support as you
craft a home that's uniquely yours. Through heartfelt
anecdotes, relatable stories, and a genuine desire to
see you succeed, I'll be by your side every step of the
way. I'm here to encourage your creativity, celebrate
your individuality, and help you bring your vision to
life.

So, let's dive into this beautiful world of interior
styling together, where we'll not only mix styles but
also infuse your personality into every corner of your
home. Get ready to create a space that reflects your
story, captures your essence, and becomes your
personal haven of comfort and style. Welcome to a
journey where design meets heart, and where your
dream home is within reach.
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Creating a Cohesive
Home: Mixing Styles
and Making it Work

INTRODUCTION

Designing a cohesive and
harmonious home can be a
delightful creative endeavor,
but it often comes with
challenges, especially when
you're looking to blend
different design styles. In this
style guide, we will explore
the art of mixing styles to
create a unified and visually
appealing living space.

Whether you're drawn to
modern minimalism, classic
elegance, or rustic charm, this
guide will help you work
towards achieving a well-
balanced and inviting home.

WWW.REALLYGREATSITE.COM @REALLYGREATSITE



"CREATING A COHESIVE HOME: THE GINGER STYLIST

MIXING STYLES AND MAKING IT WORK"

CHAPTER 1

Understanding
Styling Cohesion

Styling cohesion is the secret sauce that transforms a collection of furniture
and decor into a unified and balanced interior. In this chapter, we'll explain why
styling cohesion is crucial for your home and how it contributes to a
harmonious living environment. Discover how the right blend of styles can
create a unique and personal statement.

**Styling cohesion** is the magic wand that turns your home into a
harmonious work of art. It's about making every design element in your space,
from furniture to accessories, work together seamlessly. In this chapter, we'll
explore why styling cohesion is the cornerstone of great interior design and
how it can transform your living environment. Let's dive into the secrets of
creating a unified and balanced interior.

WWW.REALLYGREATSITE.COM @REALLYGREATSITE



"CREATING A COHESIVE HOME:

MIXING STYLES AND MAKING IT WORK"

THE GINGER STYLIST

CHAPTER 1 CONTINUED

The Power of Visual Consistency:

Focus on Balance, Not Symmetry:

- Visual consistency is the
hallmark of a well-designed space.
Ensure that key elements such as
colors, patterns, and materials are
consistent across the room. For
instance, if you opt for a neutral
color palette, carry it through your
furniture, textiles, and decor.

Define Your Design Goals:

- Before diving into styling,
define your design goals and
priorities. What atmosphere do
you want to create? What
emotions should your space
evoke? Knowing your objectives
will guide your styling decisions
and help you maintain cohesion.

Mix and Match Thoughtfully:

- While blending styles is the
focus, it's crucial to mix and match
thoughtfully. Don't overcrowd your
space with too many contrasting
elements. Select a dominant style
as your anchor and introduce
secondary styles as accents. This
approach ensures a cohesive look
without overwhelming the eye.

WWW.THEGINGERSTYLIST.COM.AU

- Styling cohesion doesn't
necessarily mean symmetrical
arrangements. Instead, aim for
balance in your design. Balance can
be achieved through the strategic
placement of contrasting elements,
such as pairing a sleek, modern sofa
with a vintage, distressed coffee
table.

Layer Textures and Accessories:

- Layering textures and
accessories is where styling
cohesion truly shines. Experiment
with a variety of textures, such as
smooth leather, cozy textiles, and
natural wood. Add accessories like
artwork, throw pillows, and rugs that
tie together your chosen styles.

Edit and Revise:

- Creating a cohesive space often
involves trial and error. Don't be
afraid to edit and revise your
design. Sometimes, a single well-
chosen piece can transform the
entire room. Regularly review your
space and make adjustments to
maintain the desired cohesion.

@IAMTHEGINGERSTYLIST
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CHAPTER 2

Exploring Different
Design Styles

To successfully blend styles, it's essential
to understand the key characteristics of
various design aesthetics. We'll take you on
a journey through popular design styles like
modern, traditional, eclectic, Scandinavian,
and more. Explore their defining features,
color palettes, and the emotions they
evoke to determine which styles resonate
with you.

To create a cohesive and harmonious
home by mixing design styles, you must
first acquaint yourself with the key
characteristics of various design
aesthetics. Let's embark on a journey
through the captivating world of design
styles, from the timeless charm of
traditional to the sleek simplicity of
modern, to help you make informed
choices.

As you explore these design styles, pay
attention to the elements that resonate
with you the most. Perhaps you're drawn to
the clean lines of modern style but love the
cozy textures of Scandinavian design. Or
maybe you appreciate the eclectic mix of
bohemian style but prefer a more
minimalistic backdrop. Understanding your
style preferences will serve as a solid
foundation for creating a harmonious blend
in your home.
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CHAPTER 2 CONTINUED
TRADITIONAL STYLE

Characteristics: Think classic, elegant, and timeless. Traditional design embraces ornate
details, rich wood tones, and luxurious fabrics.

Colors: A traditional palette often includes warm and muted colors like deep reds, greens,
and blues.

Examples: Wingback chairs, chandeliers, and antique furniture pieces embody traditional
style.

*Mood board images taken from Pinterest as examples only.
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CHAPTER 2 CONTINUED
MODERN STYLE

Characteristics: Modern design is all about clean lines, minimalism, and a focus on
functionality. It champions simplicity and a clutter-free environment.

Colors: Modern interiors often feature a neutral color palette with pops of bold, vibrant
hues.

Examples: Iconic mid-century modern furniture like the Eames Lounge Chair or a sleek,
modular sofa.

*Mood board images taken from Pinterest as examples only.
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CHAPTER 2 CONTINUED
ECLECTIC STYLE

Characteristics: Eclectic design thrives on mixing and matching different styles, creating a
unique and personalized look. It's the epitome of creativity.

Colors: Eclectic spaces can feature a wide range of colors, from soft pastels to bold,
contrasting shades.

Examples: Combining a rustic farmhouse dining table with modern acrylic chairs or layering
diverse art pieces on a gallery wall.

*Mood board images taken from Pinterest as examples only.
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CHAPTER 2 CONTINUED
SCANDINAVIAN STYLE

Characteristics: Scandinavian design is known for its simplicity, functionality, and
connection to nature. It embraces minimalism with a cozy twist.

Colors: A Scandinavian palette revolves around whites, grays, and light wood tones,
creating a bright and airy feel.

Examples: The use of natural materials like wood, cozy textiles, and clean-lined furniture.

*Mood board images taken from Pinterest as examples only.
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CHAPTER 2 CONTINUED
INDUSTRIAL STYLE

Characteristics: Industrial design draws inspiration from factories and warehouses,
featuring raw materials like exposed brick, metal, and concrete.

Colors: Industrial spaces often feature a monochromatic palette with industrial accents like
steel or iron.

Examples: Vintage factory lighting, distressed leather sofas, and metal-framed furniture.

*Mood board images taken from Pinterest as examples only.

WWW.THEGINGERSTYLIST.COM.AU @IAMTHEGINGERSTYLIST



"CREATING A COHESIVE HOME: THE GINGER STYLIST

MIXING STYLES AND MAKING IT WORK"

CHAPTER 2 CONTINUED
BOHEMIAN STYLE

Characteristics: Bohemian design is all about free-spirited, eclectic expression. It's
characterized by vibrant colors, textiles, and a mix of patterns.

Colors: Bohemian interiors feature rich, earthy colors.
Examples: Layering rugs, mixing textiles, and incorporating global-inspired decor pieces.

*Mood board images taken from Pinterest as examples only.
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CHAPTER 3

Step-by-Step Guidance
for Effective Blending

Blending styles isn't about randomly mixing
elements; it's a thoughtful process. This chapter
provides step-by-step guidance on how to blend
styles effectively. Learn how to identify a dominant
style, select secondary styles, and establish a
cohesive design theme. We'll also discuss how to
prioritize and balance style elements within your
space.

Blending different design styles in your home is a
creative endeavor that requires a thoughtful
approach. It's not about randomly mixing elements;
it's about creating a harmonious and visually
appealing space. In this chapter, we'll guide you
through a step-by-ste
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CHAPTER 3 CONTINUED
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Identify Your Dominant Style:
- Start by identifying your dominant style—the one
that resonates with you the most. This will serve as
the foundation for your design.

For example, if you're drawn to modern minimalism,
make it your anchor style.

Select a Secondary Style:

- Choose one or two secondary styles that
complement your dominant style. These secondary
styles will add depth and personality to your design
while maintaining cohesion.

For instance, if your dominant style is modern, you
might select elements of Scandinavian or industrial
design as secondary styles.

Establish a Cohesive Design Theme:

- To create a cohesive design theme, establish
common elements that tie your dominant and
secondary styles together.

This could be a shared color palette, similar textures,
or a recurring motif. For example, if you're blending
modern and Scandinavian styles, a neutral color
palette and a preference for natural materials can
serve as unifying themes.

WWW.THEGINGERSTYLIST.COM.AU @IAMTHEGINGERSTLIST
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CHAPTER 3 CONTINUED

Prioritise Key Elements:

- Determine which design elements will carry the
essence of each style. Consider focal points like
furniture, lighting, and wall treatments. Let your
dominant style shine in these key areas while
infusing secondary styles through accessories and
decor.

Balance Your Style Elements:

- Achieving balance is crucial when blending styles.
Avoid overwhelming your space with too many
elements from one style. For example, if you're
blending traditional and eclectic styles, balance the
ornate details of traditional furniture with eclectic
accessories and art.

Create Visual Flow:

- Ensure a smooth transition between different
styles by creating visual flow. This can be achieved
through thoughtful arrangement and placement of
furniture and decor. Experiment with the
juxtaposition of styles to find a harmonious
arrangement.

WWW.THEGINGERSTYLIST.COM.AU @IAMTHEGINGERSTLIST
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CHAPTER 4

Showcasing

Successful Style

Blends

Inspiration is key when embarking
on a design journey. In this
chapter, we'll present real-life
examples of successful style
blends. Explore mood boards and
room designs that seamlessly
combine different aesthetics,
showcasing the beauty of
cohesive design. These examples
will spark your creativity and help
you envision your dream interior.

Sometimes, the best way to
understand how to blend different
design styles effectively is by
seeing real-life examples. In this
chapter, we'll present three
inspiring examples of successful
style blends through mood boards
and room designs. These
examples illustrate the art of
cohesive design and will provide
you with a visual reference to
spark your creativity

WWW.THEGINGERSTYLIST.COM.AU

These examples illustrate how
successful style blends can create
captivating and harmonious
interiors. By carefully selecting key
style elements, establishing a
cohesive design theme, and
balancing contrasting styles, you
can achieve a personalised and
visually appealing living space that
reflects your unique taste and
personality. Let these examples
inspire your own design journey
and envision your dream interior.
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CHAPTER 4 CONTINUED
Example 1: Modern Coastal

Dominant Style: Coastal
Secondary Style: Modern

In this study space design, coastal takes center stage while embracing modern elements
to keep it more up to date.

Key Elements:

- Warm tones of timber with crisp white and blue are timeless coastal elements.

- A modern option as a desk/buffet option this versatile piece allows flexibility to change
and evolve over time and grow with the home owners.

- Cohesion is achieved through a neutral color palette, shared textures like rattan.

WWW.THEGINGERSTYLIST.COM.AU @IAMTHEGINGERSTYLIST
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CHAPTER 4 CONTINUED
Example 2: Industrial Bohemian Lounge Space

Dominant Style: Industrial
Secondary Style: Bohemian

This lounge styling and design is a modern lounge with a subtle boho twist, combining
warm colors and patterns with a mix of unique decor elements.

* Key Elements:

- Tan leather sofa, black nested coffee table with metal legs and floor lamp to bring
industrial vibes to the space.

- The jewel tones in the cushions and the strong patterned rug tie the boho feel to the
lounge space.

- Cohesion is achieved through bringing the colour pallet through the space with a mix of
interesting decor and contrasting textures.

WWW.THEGINGERSTYLIST.COM.AU @IAMTHEGINGERSTYLIST
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CHAPTER 5

Overcoming
Common Challenges
and Mistakes

Even the most skilled designers encounter challenges when mixing styles. In
this final chapter, we'll address common pitfalls and mistakes to avoid during
your design process. Learn how to navigate conflicting styles, select
complementary elements, and avoid overdoing it. We'll provide practical tips
to keep your design on track.

Blending different design styles can be a rewarding creative process, but it's
not without its challenges. In this final chapter, we'll tackle common pitfalls and
mistakes that can occur when mixing styles and provide practical tips to help
you navigate them successfully.
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CHAPTER 5 CONTINUED

Overcrowding the Space:

- Mistake: Adding too many elements from different styles can lead to
a cluttered and chaotic space.

- Tip: Prioritize key style elements and be selective about what you
incorporate. Less can often be more when it comes to mixing styles.
Focus on quality over quantity.

Ignoring Scale and Proportion:

- Mistake: Neglecting the scale and proportion of furniture and decor
items can result in a visually unbalanced room.

- Tip: Pay attention to the size of your pieces. Ensure that furniture and
decor items are in harmony with the scale of the room. Mixing large and
small items can create an interesting contrast.

Neglecting Cohesion:

- Mistake: Failing to establish a cohesive design theme can result in a
disjointed and confusing space.

- Tip: Use shared elements like color, texture, or pattern to create
cohesion. These common threads will tie your different styles together
and create a unified look.

Overlooking the Power of Editing:

- Mistake: Holding onto items that don't fit the blended style or
cluttering your space with unnecessary pieces.

- Tip: Regularly edit your space to remove items that disrupt the
cohesion or no longer align with your vision. A well-edited space allows
the blended styles to shine.
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CHAPTER 5 CONTINUED

Neglecting Functional Considerations:

- Mistake: Prioritizing aesthetics over functionality can lead to
impractical design choices.

- Tip: Always consider the functionality of your space. Ensure that
your styling and design choices support the way you use the room.
For example, choose comfortable seating and appropriate lighting for a
living area.

Rushing the Process:

- Mistake: Rushing to complete your styling can result in hasty
decisions and regrettable choices.

- Tip: Take your time and plan your design thoughtfully. Gather
inspiration, create mood boards, and experiment with different
arrangements before making final decisions.

Avoiding Professional Advice:

- Mistake: Not seeking professional guidance when facing styling
challenges or when blending complex styles.

- Tip: Don't hesitate to consult with a professional interior designer if
you encounter difficulties. They can provide valuable insights and
solutions to ensure a successful blend of styles.

_Staying Open to Evolution:

- Tip: Styles and preferences can change over time. Stay open to the
evolution of your design style. Don't be afraid to make adjustments and
incorporate new elements as your taste matures.

By being mindful of these common challenges and following the
practical tips provided, you can navigate the process of blending
different design styles with confidence and success. Remember that
achieving a harmonious and balanced interior takes time and
experimentation, so embrace the journey and enjoy the process of
creating a unique and personalised living space.
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This is the beginning of
something exciting for your
home style.

Creating a cohesive home by
mixing different design styles
can be a rewarding endeavor. It
allows you to express your
unique personality and create a
space that reflects your tastes
and preferences. By
understanding the concept of
design cohesion, exploring
various styles, following our
step-by-step guidance, and
learning from successful
examples, you can confidently
embark on your styling journey.

With the right approach, your
home will become a harmonious
masterpiece that reflects your
personal style and creates a
welcoming atmosphere for all
who enter.

Remember | am always here for
advice and hands on styling to
help you create your dream
home. Drop me a line at
thegingerstylist.com.au

Happy styling!
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